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Bloomsbury Companion to Metaphysics introduces the key ideas and debates needed to understand analytic
metaphysics. Presenting an effective syllabus for an introductory course in contemporary metaphysics, this
companion brings together a team of leading metaphysicians. It begins with a comprehensive introduction to
methodological problems and methods, before tackling the perennial metaphysical questions surrounding core
topics such as: • Modality • Universals and Abstract Objects • Naturalism and Physicalism • Mind • Free Will •
God
Brute Rationality-Joshua Gert 2004-08-19 This book presents an account of normative practical reasons and the
way in which they contribute to the rationality of action. Rather than simply 'counting in favour of' actions,
normative reasons play two logically distinct roles: requiring action and justifying action. The distinction between
these two roles explains why some reasons do not seem relevant to the rational status of an action unless the
agent cares about them, while other reasons retain all their force regardless of the agent's attitude. It also
explains why the class of rationally permissible action is wide enough to contain not only all morally required
action, but also much selfish and immoral action. The book will appeal to a range of readers interested in practical
reason in particular, and moral theory more generally.
Common Sense-Noah Lemos 2004-08-23 In this 2004 book, Noah Lemos presents a strong defense of the common
sense tradition, the view that we may take as data for philosophical inquiry many of the things we ordinarily think
we know. He discusses the main features of that tradition as expounded by Thomas Reid, G. E. Moore and
Roderick Chisholm. For a long time common sense philosophers have been subject to two main objections: that
they fail to give any non-circular argument for the reliability of memory and perception; and that they pick out
instances of knowledge without knowing a criterion for knowledge. Lemos defends the appeal to what we
ordinarily think we know in both epistemology and ethics and thus rejects the charge that common sense is
dogmatic, unphilosophical or question-begging. Written in a clear and engaging style, this book will appeal to
students and philosophers in epistemology and ethics.
Mind and Supermind-Keith Frankish 2004-09-16 Mind and Supermind offers an alternative perspective on the
nature of belief and the structure of the human mind. Keith Frankish argues that the folk-psychological term
'belief' refers to two distinct types of mental state, which have different properties and support different kinds of
mental explanation. Building on this claim, he develops a picture of the human mind as a two-level structure,
consisting of a basic mind and a supermind, and shows how the resulting account sheds light on a number of
puzzling phenomena and helps to vindicate folk psychology. Topics discussed include the function of conscious
thought, the cognitive role of natural language, the relation between partial and flat-out belief, the possibility of
active belief formation, and the nature of akrasia, self-deception and first-person authority. This book will be
valuable for philosophers, psychologists and cognitive scientists.
The Agnostic Inquirer-Sandra Menssen 2007-09-19 Is there a good God? And if there is, has that God revealed
anything of significance to us? Philosophers pondering these two questions have automatically assumed that the
first must be answered before the second. Sandra Menssen and Thomas Sullivan examine how God's voice can be
heard in the content of revelatory claims, stories, myths, poetry, exhortations, legal codes, and more. They argue
that rather than taking the written word of any religion out of the philosophical proof equation, those very words
should be considered as the voice of the God accused of not existing. The Agnostic Inquirer makes a clear,
analytical claim that without these revelatory words, atheists and agnostics are missing a large part of the
relevant database of the existence of God, while many theists are working with an impoverished database in
trying to explain the foundations of their faith.
International Philosophical Quarterly- 1961
Philosophy of Mind-William Jaworski 2011-02-16 Philosophy of Mind introduces readers to one of the liveliest
fields in contemporary philosophy by discussing mind-body problems and the various solutions to them. It
provides a detailed yet balanced overview of the entire field that enables readers to jump immediately into current

A Physicalist Manifesto-Andrew Melnyk 2003-10-09 A Physicalist Manifesto is a full treatment of the
comprehensive physicalist view that, in some important sense, everything is physical. Andrew Melnyk argues that
the view is best formulated by appeal to a carefully worked-out notion of realization, rather than supervenience;
that, so formulated, physicalism must be importantly reductionist; that it need not repudiate causal and
explanatory claims framed in non-physical language; and that it has the a posteriori epistemic status of a broadscope scientific hypothesis. Two concluding chapters argue in detail that contemporary science provides no
significant empirical evidence against physicalism and some considerable evidence for it. Written in a brisk,
candid and exceptionally clear style, this 2003 book should appeal to professionals and students in philosophy of
mind, metaphysics and philosophy of science.
Philosophy of Mind-Jaegwon Kim 2018-04-19 This book explores a range of issues in the philosophy of mind, with
the mind-body problem as the main focus. It serves as a stimulus to the reader to engage with the problems of the
mind and try to come to terms with them, and examines Descartes's mind-body dualism.
Making Things Up-Karen Bennett 2017-05-19 A certain kind of talk is ubiquitous among both philosophers and socalled "ordinary people": talk of one phenomenon generating or giving rise to another, or talk of one phenomenon
being based in or constructed from another. For example, your computer screen is built of atoms in a complex
configuration, and the picture on the screen is based in the local illumination of various individual pixels. Karen
Bennett calls the family of relations invoked by such talk 'building relations'. Grounding is one currently popular
such relation; so too are composition, property realization, and-controversially-causation. In chapters 2 and 3
Bennett argues that despite their differences, building relations form an interestingly unified family, and
characterizes what all building relations have in common. In chapter 4 she argues that it's a mistake to think
there is a strict divide between causal and noncausal determination. Chapters 5 and 6 turn to the connections
between building and fundamentality. Bennett argues at length that both absolute and relative fundamentality are
best understood in terms of building, and that to say that one thing is more fundamental than another is to say no
more than that certain patterns of building obtain. In chapter 7 Bennett argues that facts about what builds what
must be themselves built: if a builds b, there is something in virtue of which that is the case. She also argues that
the answer is a itself. Finally, in chapter 8 she defends an assumption that runs throughout the rest of the book,
namely that there indeed are nonfundamental, built entities. Doing so involves substantive discussion about the
scope of Ockham's Razor. Bennett argues that some nonfundamentalia are among the proper subject-matter of
metaphysics, and thus that metaphysics is not best understood as the study of the fundamental nature of reality.
Quality and Content-Joseph Levine 2018-03-09 Joseph Levine draws together a series of essays in which he has
developed his distinctive approach to philosophy of mind. He explores such topics as the "phenomenal concept
strategy" to defend materialism from anti-materialist intuitions, the doctrine of representationalism about
phenomenal character, the modal argument against materialism, the nature of demonstrative thought, and
cognitive phenomenology. Levine argues that the phenomenal concept strategy cannot work and that
representationalism has certain fatal flaws, at least if it is to be joined to a materialist metaphysics. On the other
hand, he defends materialism from the modal argument, contending that it relies on a questionable conflation of
semantic and metaphysical issues. Levine also provides a naturalistic theory of demonstrative thought, criticizing
certain philosophical arguments involving that notion in the process. All of the essays in some way respond to
various materialist attempts to close the "explanatory gap" as well as outline a different conception of conscious
experience that would accommodate the gap. Levine connects his work with related themes in contemporary
psychology and with such hot philosophical topics as cognitive phenomenology.
The Bloomsbury Companion to Metaphysics-Neil A. Manson 2014-12-18 Bridging the gap between the familiar
figures of the history of philosophy and the technical approaches favoured by contemporary philosophers, The
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debates. Treats a wide range of mind-body theories and arguments in a fair and balanced way Shows how
developments in neuroscience, biology, psychology, and cognitive science have impacted mind-body debates
Premise-by-premise arguments for and against each position enable readers to grasp the structure of each
argument quickly and easily Diagrams and illustrations help readers absorb the more complex ideas Bibliographic
essays at the end of each chapter bring readers up to date on the latest literature Written in a clear, easy to read
style that is free of technical jargon, and highly accessible to a broad readership The only book to explain
systematically how a hylomorphic theory such as Aristotle’s can contribute to current mind-body debates and vie
with current mind-body theories Online chapters on free will and the philosophy of persons make the book a
flexible teaching tool for general and introductory philosophy courses - available at www.wiley.com/go/jaworski
The Philosophical Review-Jacob Gould Schurman 2004
Big and Small-Jim Pipe 2001 A Physicalist Manifesto is the fullest and most comprehensive defense of a view of
physicalism called 'realization physicalism', in which everything either is or is not realized by something physical.
The book is composed of two parts: In the first part Andrew Melnyk explains what realization physicalism is and
distinguishes it from other formulations of physicalism which he considers inferior. In the second part he
considers objections to realization physicalism and concludes that there is no significant evidence against
realization physicalism. He then considers the evidence for his type of physicalism and finds that there is much
evidence for realization physicalism as a plausible hypothesis as to the nature of contingent reality. Written in a
brisk and exceptionally clear style, this book should appeal to students and professionals in philosophy of mind,
metaphysics and philosophy of science.
Proceedings and Addresses of the American Philosophical Association-American Philosophical Association 2007
"The Trail of the Human Serpent is Over Everything"-Sami Pihlström 2008 This book takes a fresh look at how
William James' (1842–1910) conceptions of the human mind, death (mortality and immortality), and religion
provide us with a viable alternative to many contemporary philosophical approaches. The distinctive Jamesian
perspective is illuminated through critical discussions of several different theories and conjectures. The overall
argument of this volume is that pragmatist metaphysics, philosophy of mind, and philosophy of religion must be
subordinated to ethics. To provide an historical and philosophical context for this revolutionary conception of the
pragmatic method, an introductory discussion of James' views on pragmatism, realism, and truth is also included.
Instead of focusing on the general issues of realism and pragmatism, however, the volume examines the
applications of these issues to topics such as death, evil, and other minds. The book is vital reading not only for
James scholars and pragmatists, but for anyone thinking seriously about human mortality and the endless ethical
challenges our life with other human beings that confront us.
The Skeptical Inquirer- 2003
The Modern Schoolman- 2005
Physicalism and Mental Causation-Sven Walter 2003 This cutting-edge research on mental causation will be the
focal point of discussion over the years to come.
The British National Bibliography-Arthur James Wells 2004
The Code for Global Ethics-Rodrigue Tremblay 2010 No Marketing Blurb
Facta Philosophica- 2006
Explaining the Mental-Carlo Penco 2007 The aim of this collection of papers is to present different philosophical
perspectives on the mental, exploring questions about how to define, explain and understand the various kinds of
mental acts and processes, and exhibiting, in particular, the contrast between naturalistic and non-naturalistic
approaches. There is a long tradition in philosophy of clarifying concepts such as those of thinking, knowing and
believing. The task of clarifying these concepts has become ever more important with the major developments
that have taken place over the last century in the human and cognitive sciences - most notably, psychology,
sociology, linguistics, neurophysiology, AI, and cognitive science itself. In all these sciences, there is a need to
delineate the domain of the mental and to elucidate the key concepts and underlying assumptions. This need is
widely recognized, but approaches and answers vary significantly. Some stress the representational features
involved in most of our mental processes, others the inferential dimension; some stress the necessity of using
empirical data, others the need to refine ideas before pursuing and drawing on empirical research. The papers
collected in this volume are grouped into four parts, on language and thought, on knowledge, belief and action, on
intentionality, and on naturalism. The volume will be welcomed by all those engaged and interested in debates
about the mental in philosophy and the human and cognitive sciences. Table of Contents PART I: LANGUAGE
AND THOUGHT Andrew Woodfield, Public Words Considered as Vehicles of Thinking Andrea Bianchi, Speaking
and Thinking (Or: A More Kaplanian Way to a Unified Account of Language and Thought) Stefano Predelli, The
Strange Case of the Missing Constituent PART II: KNOWLEDGE, BELIEF AND ACTION Pascal Engel, Taking
Seriously Knowledge as a Mental State Carlo Gabbani, Epistemology and the Eliminative Stance Jennifer Hornsby,
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Knowledge, Belief and Reasons for Acting Wolfgang Kunne, Some Varieties of Deception PART III:
INTENTIONALITY Sandro Nannini, Intentionality Naturalised Elisabetta Sacchi, Thought and Thinking: the
Ontological Ground of Intentionality Elisabeth Pacherie, Is Collective Intentionality Really Primitive? PART IV:
NATURALISM Marcello Frixione, Do Concepts exist? A Naturalistic Point of View Tim Crane, Cosmic
Hermeneutics vs. Emergence: the Challenge of the Explanatory Gap Achim Stephan and Robert C. Richardson,
What Physicalism Should Provide Us With Mario De Caro, The Claims of Naturalism
Encyclopedia of religion-Lindsay Jones 2005 Among Library Journal's picks of the most important reference works
of the millennium - with the Encyclopedia Judaica and the New Catholic Encyclopedia - Mircea Eliade's
Encyclopedia of Religion won the American Library Associations' Dartmouth Medal in 1988 and is widely
regarded as the standard reference work in the field. This second edition, which is intended to reflect both
changes in academia and in the world since 1987, includes almost all of the 2,750 original entries - many heavily
updated - as well as approximately 600 entirely new articles. Preserving the best of Eliade's cross-cultural
approach, while emphasizing religion's role within everyday life and as a unique experience from culture to
culture, this new edition is the definitive work in the field for the 21st century. An international team of scholars
and contributors have reviewed, revised and added to every word of the classic work, making it relevant to the
questions and interests of all researchers. The result is an essential purchase for libraries of all kinds.
Reductionism in the Philosophy of Science-Christian Sachse 2007 In contemporary philosophy of science,
ontological reductionism, or the claim that everything that exists in the world is something physical, is the
consensus mainstream position. This book establishes that ontological and epistemological reductionism stand or
fall together. The author proposes a new strategy of conservative theory reduction that operates by means of the
construction of functional sub-concepts that are coextensional with physical concepts. The second part of the book
works this strategy out, using the example of classical and molecular genetics. Christian Sachse is MER supplant
at the University of Lausanne (epistemology, philosophy, and history of science), Switzerland. His main research
interest is in the philosophy of science.
The Philosopher's Index- 2008 Vols. for 1969- include a section of abstracts.
Books in Print, 2004-2005- 2004
American Book Publishing Record- 2004
Consciousness and Physicalism-Andreas Elpidorou 2018-04-19 Consciousness and Physicalism: A Defense of a
Research Program explores the nature of consciousness and its place in the world, offering a revisionist account
of what it means to say that consciousness is nothing over and above the physical. By synthesizing work in the
philosophy of mind, metaphysics, and philosophy of science from the last twenty years and forging a dialogue with
contemporary research in the empirical sciences of the mind, Andreas Elpidorou and Guy Dove advance and
defend a novel formulation of physicalism. Although physicalism has been traditionally understood to be a
metaphysical thesis, Elpidorou and Dove argue that there is an alternative and indeed preferable understanding
of physicalism that both renders physicalism a scientifically informed explanatory project and allows us to make
important progress in addressing the ontological problem of consciousness. Physicalism, Elpidorou and Dove hold,
is best viewed not as a thesis (metaphysical or otherwise) but as an interdisciplinary research program that aims
to compositionally explain all natural phenomena that are central to our understanding of our place in nature.
Consciousness and Physicalism is replete with philosophical arguments and informed, through and through, by
findings in many areas of scientific research. It advances the debate regarding the ontological status of
consciousness. It will interest students and scholars in philosophy of mind, metaphysics, philosophy of cognitive
science, and philosophy of science. And it will challenge both foes and friends of physicalism.
Physicalism and Its Discontents-Carl Gillett 2007-09-24 A collection of essays by physicalists and their critics on
the important doctrine of physicalism, first published in 2001.
Ethics and the A Priori-Michael Smith 2004-09-06 Publisher Description
The Catholic Periodical and Literature Index- 2005
Magyar filozófiai szemle- 2007
Why Things Are the Way They Are-B. S. Chandrasekhar 1998 Popular physics book on why materials behave the
way they do.
Kreativität. Tagungsband-Günter Abel 2006-08 Kreativität ist zu einem Schlüsselbegriff innerhalb der
Wissenschaften, der Forschung, der Wirtschaft und der Medien aufgestiegen. Sie ist ein zentrales Thema der
öffentlichen Diskussion und schwingt stets mit, wenn von Innovation, Fortschritt, Zukunft der
Wissensgesellschaft, Genforschung, Bioethik, virtuellen Welten und künstlicher Intelligenz die Rede ist. Zugleich
spielt Kreativität eine grundlegende Rolle sowohl in den sozialen, wissenschaftlichen und technischen Fähigkeiten
und Kompetenzen des Menschen, wie auch in unserem alltäglichen Wahrnehmen, Sprechen, Denken und
Handeln. Die Autoren dieses Bandes nehmen sich des Themas gezielt an, reflektieren die Formen, Praktiken und
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Dynamiken von Kreativität sowie deren Bedingungen und Voraussetzungen und heben die Logik von
Kreativitätsprozessen ins Blickfeld.
Internationale Bibliographie der Rezensionen wissenschaftlicher Literatur- 2008
International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature Chiefly in the Fields of Arts and Humanities
and the Social Sciences- 2010
Bibliografisch Repertorium Van de Wijsbegeerte- 2004
Scientific Composition and Metaphysical Ground-Kenneth Aizawa 2016-11-07 We find “vertical” relations in many
different realms, whether between atoms and molecules, words and sentences, neurons and brains, or individuals
and societies. This book is the first to bring together, and comparatively assess, the exciting array of philosophical
approaches to vertical relations that have independently sprung up in analytic metaphysics, the metaphysics of
mind, and the philosophy of science. Analytic metaphysicians have recently focused on a relation of ‘Ground’ that
is claimed to be found in aesthetics, ethics, logic, mathematics, science, and semantics. Metaphysicians of mind
have focussed on a vertical relation of ‘realization’ between properties, whilst philosophers of science associated
with the rise of the ‘New Mechanism’ have renewed interest in vertical relations of scientific composition found in
so-called “mechanistic explanations”. This volume analyses the inter-relations between these different approaches
to spark a range of new debates, including whether the various frameworks for vertical relations are independent,
complementary or in even competition.
The Value of Knowledge and the Pursuit of Understanding-Jonathan L. Kvanvig 2003-08-21 Epistemology has for a
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long time focused on the concept of knowledge and tried to answer questions such as whether knowledge is
possible and how much of it there is. Often missing from this inquiry, however, is a discussion on the value of
knowledge. In The Value of Knowledge and the Pursuit of Understanding Jonathan Kvanvig argues that
epistemology properly conceived cannot ignore the question of the value of knowledge. He also questions one of
the most fundamental assumptions in epistemology, namely that knowledge is always more valuable than the
value of its subparts. Taking Platos' Meno as a starting point of his discussion, Kvanvig tackles the different
arguments about the value of knowledge and comes to the conclusion that knowledge is less valuable than
generally assumed. Clearly written and well argued, this 2003 book will appeal to students and professionals in
epistemology.
Understanding Phenomenal Consciousness-William S. Robinson 2004-03-29 William S. Robinson has for many
years written insightfully about the mind-body problem. In Understanding Phenomenal Consciousness he focuses
on sensory experience (e.g., pain, afterimages) and perception qualities such as colours, sounds and odours to
present a dualistic view of the mind, called Qualitative Event Realism, that goes against the dominant materialist
views. This theory is relevant to the development of a science of consciousness which is now being pursued not
only by philosophers but by researchers in psychology and the brain sciences. This provocative book will interest
students and professionals who work in the philosophy of mind and will also have cross-disciplinary appeal in
cognitive psychology and the brain sciences.
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